
 

 
COCA-COLA ANNOUNCES SETTING UP OF  

THE COCA-COLA INDIA FOUNDATION 
 
~ Mr. Muhtar Kent, President & COO, The Coca-Cola Company announces the setting up of 

the foundation in presence of Union Minister for Agriculture and Consumers Affairs,         
Shri Sharad Pawar and Chief Minister of Delhi, Smt. Sheila Dikshit ~ 

 
¥ Coca-Cola reaffirms its commitment to the community and environment – sets up the     

Coca-Cola India Foundation  
¥ The Coca-Cola India Foundation to start with a corpus of USD 10 million  
¥ Mr. Justice J. S. Verma, Former Chief Justice of India and Chairman National Human Rights 

Commission will be the Chairman of the Coca-Cola India Foundation 
¥ The other advisory board members of the Foundation include noted social activists, doctors 

educationists and members of various NGOs 
¥ Mr. Javed Akhtar, Mr. Shashi Tharoor, Dr. Naresh Trehan, Mr. Bunker Roy of Barefoot 

College, Mr. Roshan Seth, Dr. (Mrs.) Shyama Chona, Dr. Mithu Alur to lead the advisory 
board of the Coca-Cola India Foundation 

¥ The key focus of the Coca-Cola India Foundation will be on issues relating to water, 
environment, healthy living and social advancement. 

 
New Delhi, December 3, 2007:  Mr. Muhtar Kent, COO, The Coca-Cola Company announced the 
setting up of the Coca-Cola India Foundation at a special ceremony attended by the Union Minister 
for Agriculture and Consumers Affairs, Shri Sharad Pawar and the Chief Minister of Delhi, Smt. 
Sheila Dikshit. The foundation has been set up with the objective- “The Coca-Cola Foundation is 
committed to sustainable development and inclusive growth by carefully focusing on issues relating 
to water, the environment, healthy living and social advance so that it can contribute to a strong and 
resolute India with a heightened awareness enabling the common man to better his or her life.”  
 
Announcing the setting up of Coca-Cola India Foundation, Mr. Muhtar Kent, President and COO, 
The Coca-Cola Company said, ÒThe Coca-Cola system in India has been undertaking a series of 
activities for community development and inclusive growth. To further accelerate this process of 
making a ÔdifferenceÕ in the local communities where we operate, we are happy to set up the  
Coca-Cola India Foundation. This Foundation with an initial corpus of USD 10 million would focus 
on a range of activities including water, the environment, healthy living and social advancement.Ó 
 
The advisory board members of the Foundation include Mr. Justice J. S. Verma, Former Chief 
Justice of India and Chairman National Human Rights Commission, Dr. Mithu Alur, 
Founder/Chairperson, SpasticsÕ Society of India and The National Resource Centre for Inclusion, 
Mr. Javed Akhtar, Poet, lyricist, script writer and social activist, Mr. Shashi Tharoor, Author and 
international civil servant, Mr. Bunker Roy of Barefoot College, Dr. Naresh Trehan, cardiologist 
and opinion leader, Mr. Roshan Seth, Actor, socialite and theater personality, Dr. (Mrs.) Shyama 
Chona, Principal, Delhi Public School. Mr. Yogesh Chandra is the CEO of the Foundation.  
 
Speaking on the occasion, Mr. Atul Singh, President  & CEO, Coca-Cola India, said, ÒThe 
Company has always placed high value on good citizenship. At Coca-Cola we are committed to 
preserve, protect and enhance the environment and this simple belief guides us in everything that 
we do. The launch of the Coca-Cola Foundation is yet another step in that direction. I am sure that 
the Foundation will be making a significant positive impact on the local communities in days to 
come.Ó  
 
 
 
Over the past many years, Coca-Cola in India has been providing extensive support to various 
community programs across the country, with a focus on education, health and water conservation. 



 

The Company has been working closely with the communities wherever it operates and considering 
the importance of water Coca-Cola India Ltd is partnering with communities and NGOs in the area 
of ground water recharge and has already undertaken more than 320 Rain Water Harvesting 
(RWH) structures in 17 states of the country. 
 
Additional Details- Community Projects by Coca-Cola in India 
 
The Company has also drawn extensive plans to partner with NGOs, local communities, 
government and local communities to provide clean drinking water to children in 1000 schools by 
2010. It also plans to extend its ‘Elixir of Life’ project, in association with Rotary International to 
provide access to potable water to the underprivileged children of the society, nationally. The path-
breaking project Elixir for Life launched in March 2007, will benefit more than 30,000 
underprivileged children from 100 primary and Panchayat schools in and around Chennai in the first 
phase. Coca-Cola India is already in partnership with the UN-HABITAT to improve access to 
water and sanitation including providing drinking water to 150 schools in West Bengal. 
 
Coca-Cola in India also plans to seek efficiencies in all areas of water use through a 3R approach 
to water management, which involves reducing, reusing and replenishing water. The company will 
also be commissioning studies on 10 watersheds across India and implement interventions to 
develop those watersheds in partnership with the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) and 
International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT). Currently Coca-Cola 
India is working on two watershed plus projects in five villages in Dungarpur, Rajasthan and two 
villages in Tirunelveli District, Tamil Nadu. These projects are contributing towards the improvement 
of rural livelihoods and poverty alleviation by using better cropping methods, efficient water 
management, improved varieties of seeds & therefore enhanced yields and use of better farming 
technology. 

 
 
About Coca-Cola India:    
 
The Coca-Cola Company has always placed high value on good citizenship. At the heart of 
business is a mission statement called the Coca-Cola Promise. It says, quite simply, thatÓ The 
Coca-Cola Company exists to benefit and refresh everyone who is touched by our business". This 
basic proposition means Ð that the companyÕs business should refresh the markets, protect, 
preserve and enhance the environment and strengthen the community. Coca-Cola India provides 
extensive support for community programs across the country, with a focus on education, health 
and water conservation. 
 
For further information on company's Indian operations and its products, please visit  

www.coca-colaindia.com 
 
 

For further queries please contact Perfect Relations 
Reshma Nandy (9810412458)/ Sugandh Chopra (9811550852)



 

 
Annexure: Coca-Cola India Foundation  
 
Details Of Foundation Advisory Board Members 
 

1. Justice J S Verma 
Justice J S Verma is well known for judicial creativity in the field of gender and social justice, probity 
in public life, judicial accountability, sustainable development and human rights. He was one of the 
youngest judges to be elevated to the High Court at the age of thirty nine. He has served as Chief 
Justice of Madhya Pradesh High Court, Chief Justice of Rajasthan, a Judge of The Supreme Court of 
India and Chief Justice of India. He has also been the Chairperson of the National Human Rights 
Commission and even today associated with the Mainstream of National Social Development 
 

2. Dr Mithu Alur 
Founder / Chairperson, Spastics’ Society of India and The National Resource Centre for Inclusion. 
For most of her life she has worked for the physically challenged and the cause of education. Is a 
member of the Central Advisory Board of Education and on the National Executive Committee of the 
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyaan    

 
3. Javed Akhtar 

Poet, lyricist, screenwriter and social activist and one of the most enlightened members of the 
minority community.  

 
4. Sashi Tharoor 

Author and international civil servant, one of India’s modern intellectuals with a universal reach.   
 

5. Bunker Roy 
In 1972 he helped create India’s finest example of community engineering at Tilonia in rural 
Rajasthan. The Barefoot College in Tilonia caters to a host of social activity including education, 
health, civil works, environment, waste management and alternate energy usage   

 
6. Dr Naresh Trehan 

Celebrated cardiologist, opinion maker with a sizeable and informed following. He is the driving force 
behind the creation of a state-of-the-art 
Medi-city in Gurgaon 

 
7. Roshan Seth 

Actor, socialite and theater personality, with an abiding passion for perfection. Received international 
acclaim because of his role as Jawaharlal Nehru in Sir Richard Attenborough’s ‘Gandhi’.  

 
8. Dr. (Mrs.) Shyama Chona 

Principal, Delhi Public School- a respected member of the teaching fraternity who has contributed 
significantly to the national literacy movement  

 
CEO, Coca-Cola India Foundation 
 
Mr. Yogesh Chandra 
Yogesh Chandra, who retired as India's senior most civil servant in the rank of Cabinet Secretary to the 
Government of India, did his graduation from St. Stephen's College, Delhi and was an Edward S. Mason 
Fellow at the John Fitzgerald Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University. He joined the Indian 
Administrative Service in 1962 and served in the state of Uttar Pradesh. He helped set up the industrial town 
of NOIDA as its Chairman and CEO and was also the Economic Advisor to the King of Bhutan. Yogesh 
Chandra has worked for many years in Tourism & Civil Aviation and he has served as Director General - 
Tourism, Secretary - Tourism, Chairman and Managing Director - India Tourism Development Corporation 
and Secretary - Ministry of Civil Aviation. 
 
 

 


